REGIONAL RESPONSE TEAM 10 / NORTHWEST AREA COMMITTEE (RRT/NWAC)

PUBLIC SESSION MINUTES

June 19, 2008

LOCATION: Marriott Residence Inn - North Harbour, Portland, OR
PARTICIPANTS: 6.19.08 attendance list.
PUBLIC SESSION AGENDA:

thursday June 19, 2008

8:00 – 8:15 Welcome from Sector Portland Captain Fred Meyer; Jeff Christensen, Oregon DEQ; and Chris Field, EPA
8:15 – 8:45 Introduction to the Regional Response Team, Northwest Area Committee, and Northwest Area Contingency Plan for Oil and Hazardous Material Response

Matt Bernard, USCG District 13
8:45 – 9:45 Oregon Geographic Response Plan Updates, Site specific oil spill response strategies

Don Pettit, Oregon DEQ; and Captain Dave Smith, USCG Head, Sector Portland
9:45 – 10:00 [BREAK]
10:00 – 11:00 On-Scene Coordinators Reports
EPA, USCG, and Oregon DEQ present on recent responses
11:00 – 11:45 NPREP08 Exercise Debrief

Dick Lauer, Sause Brothers; Garrett Wickham, Oregon DEQ; and Stewart Blanchett, USCG Sector Portland

11:45 – 12:45 [NO HOST LUNCH]
12:45 – 1:30 Marine Fire Safety Association and Clean Rivers Coop:  Organization, Spill Contingency Planning, Key Issues, Recent Responses, and Actions

Liz Wainwright and Tim Archer
1:30 – 2:15 Case Study in Public/Private Partnerships:  Vessel Traffic Information System (VTIS) and Columbia Snake Transportation Security Network (CSTS-net)

Captain Jim Townley, Columbia River Steamships Operators; and Pete Williamson, Executive Director Regional Maritime Executive Commission 

2:15 – 2:30 [BREAK]

2:30 – 2:45 Recognition of Confluence Response Group

2:45 – 3:45 New Carissa Wreck Removal

Phil Reed, Titan Maritime Salvage

3:45 – 4:45 Private Sector Perspectives, Innovations and Operations During Major Disasters

Captain Jim Townley; Doug McGillivray, PacificCorp; and Doug Henry, WalMart (inv.)

4:45 – 5:00 Closing Comments

5:00 Adjourn.

MINUTES:

WELCOME FROM Sector Portland Captain Fred Meyer; Jeff Christensen, Oregon DEQ; and Chris Field, EPA
Captain Fred Meyer, new Captain as of May 2, opened the meeting with an introduction.  Captain Meyer previously was with Sector Boston and RRT 1.  Spoke to lessons learned during NPREP 

in Smith River, specifically, recommends not having two NPREPs occur simultaneously as this divides the attentions of the RRT.  Captain Meyer is happy to be part of the RRT 10.

Jeff Christensen, Oregon DEQ, welcomed Captain Meyer and all attendees.  Agenda items include the New Carissa wreck removal update, the Columbia River/Snake River system spill prevention, private sector capabilities and the importance to work well together with public, private, and nonprofit agencies during emergencies.  Mr. Christensen extended a welcome to new director of Oregon of DEQ, Dick Petersen, who has been with DEQ for 12 years.  Also, Oregon DEQ recently hired a 4th state On-Scene Coordinator, Garrett Whitcomb, who was previously with the USCG and member of the Pacific Strike Team.
Chris Field, EPA Co-chair for RRT10/NWAC and manager of EPA Region 10 Emergency Response Team, welcomed everyone to the meeting.
Introduction to the Regional Response Team, Northwest Area Committee, and Northwest Area Contingency Plan for Oil and Hazardous Material Response
Matt Bernard discussed the Regional Response Team (RRT) and Northwest Area Contingency Plan.  
The Northwest Area Contingency Plan 2007 is available, and the 2008 version is in draft form on the RRT website.  Mr. Bernard encouraged attendees to view and make comments on the 2008 draft.  The Northwest Area Contingency Plan is for Washington, Oregon, and Idaho.  This means there is one plan for oil and hazmat responses for the EPA, USCG, Oregon DEQ, Washington Department of Ecology, and Idaho Department of Homeland Security.  The Northwest Area Contingency Plan serves as the primary policy for oil and hazmat responses.  All of the roles and responsibilities are outlined in the Plan.  The Plan uses the Incident Command System (ICS), and, in fact, was built around the ICS.  There are 27 Geographic Response Teams (GRP) that describe how to respond throughout the three states.  The GRPs are continuously growing and being updated.  The National Contingency Plan directs to have a regional plan and an area contingency plan.  In the mid 1990s, it was decided to have two coastal area plans and one inland area plan, plus a regional response plan.  All these areas overlapped, and therefore they were merged into one.  The Northwest Area Contingency Plan is updated yearly so it is always fresh.

The RRT is chaired by EPA and USCG District 13. Members include thirteen federal agencies, Oregon, Idaho, Washington, and associate membership from an additional three federal agencies.  The number of members changes frequently as new people are met.  The term “hazmat” includes weapons of mass destruction, so other agencies may be brought in as needed to help On-Scene Coordinators.  The RRT maintains an incident specific role, therefore they can bring in applicable agencies to help with resources.
The Northwest Area Committee (NWAC) is co-chaired by USCG Sectors Portland and Seattle, and EPA.  It is co-vice chaired by the states.  The responsibilities for keeping the plan up and doing planning are for all of us.  This means there are more people to put in workgroups, such as from industry and public.  Everyone is invited to be in the workgroups
Mr. Bernard stressed the RRT is there to support.  Its primary focus is to make sure the spill is done correctly with resources needed.  

Oregon Geographic Response Plan Updates, Site specific oil spill response strategies

Don Pettit reported the status of Oregon’s emergency response planning and preparedness related to oil spills, hazmat, and emergency disasters.  Points included lessons learned from New Carissa and Cosco Busan, response planning and training, disaster planning, and GRP development.  
The New Carissa Review Committee recommended response equipment coordination including database creation, evaluation, purchase, and maintenance.  The NWAC has the Western Region Resource List system for cataloging items on a large-scale, picture basis, maintained by GenWest.  However, evaluation of equipment locations could be improved.  Also recommended was increased funding for the Oil Spill Prevention Fund, which Oregon DEQ has accomplished.
The Cosco Busan incident brought about questions such as volunteer management, Shoreline Cleanup Assessment Teams staffing and management, and low visibility operations planning.  Oregon is preparing for oil spills and disasters by increasing its staffing, as well as focusing on training and exercises, increasing response tools (i.e., GIS), updating communications, developing a statewide disaster debris management plan, and working with other state agencies.

Oregond DEQ is field testing the GRPs, relying heavily on help from industry.  Currently, 50% or fewer have been field tested; therefore, OR DEQ is focused on that task.  An upcoming drill in Tillamook, OR, next month will help accomplish this.  The GRPs for the Oregon bays are undergoing major revisions, with OR DEQ working with USCG.  Mr. Pettit updated the status on other Oregon GRPs.  The existing GRPs go back almost 15 years and were created in GIS, but in Word documents.  All are now converted to PDF format from Word for better distribution.  The GRPs are being updated with staging areas and resources protected.  Captain Alfultis, USGS, is helping OR DEQ to develop a new GIS based system.  
On-Scene Coordinators Reports
USCG

Captain Smith of Sector Portland discussed recent training, drills and exercises, and recent responses.  
The USCG hosted NOAA SCAT training in April and all-terrain vehicles training in May.  Also receives ICS 300 and 400 trainings.  USCG is to come up with a nationwide ICS qualification standard for its personnel.  The USCG recently held refresh courses of radiation and chemical response equipment.  They participated in the Pasco/Chevron Worst-Case drill, as well as the Smith River NPREP.  

He also discussed the fishing vessel Anna Marie was grounded on Copalis Beach on January 23, 2008.  This resulted in a 4-day response.  The fishing vessel was built for the Alaska trade and contained 40,000 pounds of crab and 2,000 gallons of diesel.  The USCG mobilized and sent an incident management division team and a marine inspector.  This three member team integrated with the state of Washington, Washington Parks, National Marine Sanctuary, and the Quinault Nation.  The Anna Marie was relocated to Neah Bay via helicopter.
Washington Department of Ecology reported in March that containers were washing up on beaches from Ocean Park to La Push, WA.  The canisters were identified by the State as containing aluminum phosphide, which is dangerous when wet.  It is used to generate phosphine to fumigate holds of grain ships.  The source of the canisters was unknown.  The response was coordinated with Sector Puget Sound.  Washington Department of Ecology organized a disposal collection for canisters already collected by public, as people had them in their garages.  USGS Sector Portland used a helicopter and two all terrain vehicles to search beach.  They divided the beach into search segments and conducted a multi-unit parallel search, applying the land search theory.  USCG found two canisters and are greater than 90% confident they found what was on the beach.  The response took about a weekend to complete.  
Marty Smith, USCG Sector Seattle

Marty Smith, USCG Sector Seattle, discussed the Abandoned and Derelict Vessel Program.   A movement with a DNR collected approximately half a dozen larger vessels.  They identified a graving dock in the Port of Tacoma to dispose of all at once.  

A semi-truck owned by a Canadian company was involved in an accident on Interstate-5 in May.  The truck jumped the jersey barrier and punctured its two 75-gallon saddlebag tanks, which emptied into the Duwamish River just north of Tukwila, WA.  The response team worked through the night to make sure the storm drain was cleaned out.  

Last night in Strait of Juan de Fuca , a Canadian vessel ran aground and punctured its hull.  It was towed into Port Angeles.  At time of boarding, the operator blew 0.04 breathalyzer.  

He also presented that in February a foul smell and gray smoke was reported in Tacoma, WA.  The onsite investigator found a property away from the water containing significant puddles of oil, 10,000 gallon tanks, and several barrels, drums, and buckets.  In some places the oil had solidified.  The apparent owner was told to get a contractor to take care of the containers that were compromised.  The investigator noted some containers had been poured onto ground and covered with sand or sawdust.  Once on-scene, the USCG realized there was no nexus to Coast Guard jurisdiction., and reported it to the U.S. Attorney’s office and EPA CID.  

EPA

FOSC Tony Barber reported there are currently 15 OSCs in the northwest, with 9 of those being in Seattle.  During the first quarter of 2008, EPA responded to one incident in Alaska, three in Oregon, one in Washington, and five in Idaho.

One of the Oregon responses was the Schnitzer Steel response, with EPA OSCs Dan Heister and Diane Thangamani.  A radiation alarm occurred at Schnitzer Steel dockyard/scrapyard on march 12, 2008.  Three pieces of radioactive material were found containing Cesium-137.  The devices exhibited low dose rates at 6 inches, the highest being 4mR/hr.  On March 14, the waste was characterized and a disposal plan developed.  On May 6, a source serial number was obtained, but it was not linked to a known owner.
Oregon DEQ

Loren Gardner reported on the recent Nehalem River Response, in response to the December 2007 storms that flooded over 750 homes and did more than $30 million worth of damage.  During April 1 – 10, 2008, a unified command was set up with EPA, Oregon DEQ, and contractors.  From the river/floodplain response and local household hazardous waste collections, 2757 containers were handled for disposal.  The lessons learned include to plan for two efforts in future floods – initial recovery from community and the recovery from environment.  Also, timing is important for stability and accessibility, visibility through the vegetation, and for safe conditions.
NPREP08 Exercise Debrief

NPREP’08 included an off-shore collision – 25 miles offshore from Crescent City (42oN) – of a southbound container ship carrying bunker fuel and a northbound barge carrying crude oil.  The exercise controlled the weather, and, therefore, the oil was dispersed to Crescent City.  A lesson learned developed from the mismanagement of invitations to the exercise, i.e, if something is intended to be a training exercise, sort out the invitations beforehand.
Marine Fire Safety Association and Clean Rivers Coop:  Organization, Spill Contingency Planning, Key Issues, Recent Responses, and Actions

Liz Wainwright of Maritime Fire Safety Association (MFSA) presented an overview of the association.  MFSA covers Washington and Oregon.  MFSA got its start in 1982 when the Protector Alpha fire occurred in Kalama, WA.  A 600-foot grain ship cut away from mooring during the fire and drifted into the Columbia River Channel.  This incident created a $15 million loss and more than 2 deaths.  The Maritime Industry requested an ad-hoc committee study its option and in 1983, MFSA was formed.
Tim Archer, General Manager of Clean Rivers, presented on some responses.  Clean Rivers was founded in 1971 and has had a partnership with MFSA since 1992.  They provide trainings and on-water deployments.  Most responses last less than one day.  In 2008, there were three responses:  a mystery spill, a vessel spill of less than 5 gallons, and three oiled ducks in containment.
Case Study in Public/Private Partnerships:  Vessel Traffic Information System (VTIS) and Columbia Snake Transportation Security Network (CSTS-net)

Captain Jim Townley presented a history of effective the Regional Maritime Security Coalition, a review of challenges to building public-private partnerships, and a description and explanation of approaches thus far.  The Commerce Information Action Center (CIAC) was developed to provide public sector agencies single window access to private sector experts, knowledge, experience, and resources; and to enable private sector experts, companies, and command centers to exchange intelligence and information during times of heightened awareness or emergencies.  CSTS-NET makes the sharing of critical and timely information possible because it is centralized and secure, uses a permission based audit trail, is fast and user friendly, and has regional, intermodal, and public/private linkages.
Recognition of Confluence Response Group

Chris Field, EPA and RRT Co-Chair, presented awards for good sound emergency response during three spills that occurred in the Tri-cities, WA, area:  Pasco Port Fire in February 2008, Tug Deshutes in December 2007, and the Queen of the West Fire in April 2008.  Plaques were presented to:  Tide Water Barge Company, Snake River Terminal; Tri-County Hazmat Team; Walla Wall Fire District 5; Basin Dive Rescue; USCG Kennewick; US Army Corps of Engineers, Portland District; Tidewater Barge Company; Columbia River Intertribal Fisheries Commission, Bingin Fire Department; and Klickitat Emergency Management.  
New Carissa Wreck Removal

Garrett Wickham, state On-Scene Coordinator for Oregon DEQ, shared pictures of the New Carissa wreck removal and the oil spill plan.  Plans are to demobilize by August.  Visit Titan Marine Salvage’s website for more information and pictures.
Private Sector Perspectives, Innovations and Operations During Major Disasters

Jim Townley and Doug McGillivray presented the private sector update on what they have known of, learned, and are doing.  Updates included what the public sector recognizes, lessons learned, and work plan.  Lessons learned involve notification, communication, trained liaisons, discussion, and education.  The work plan comprises regional communications plans, liaison roles and responsibilities, reg. coordinating body, and regional exercises.
Closing Comments

Closing remarks were provided by Jeff Christensen and Captain Fred Meyer.
ADJOURNMENT

The RRT/NWAC Public Session concluded at 1700.
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