RRTNORTHWEST AREA COMMITTEE MEETING NOTES
May 29, 2018
REGIONAL RESPONSE TEAM 10/NORTHWEST AREA COMMITTEE 
(RRT 10/NWAC)
PUBLIC SESSION MINUTES
0830 – 1630 Wednesday May 29, 2019
Brammer Building 1st Floor Conference Room
1225 Idaho Street
Lewiston, Idaho 83501

Sign-in sheets can be viewed here.
Safety Briefing, Introductions, Opening Remarks
Ms. Lori Muller, United States Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), welcomed everyone. Ms. Elizabeth Petras United States Coast Guard (USCG) District 13 (D13) also welcomed the attendees. CDR Sean Cashell, USCG Sector Columbia River (SCR) welcomed everyone to the meeting. LT Bret Ettinger, USCG Sector Puget Sound (SPS) welcomed the participants and gave regards from CAPT Sturgis who could not attend. Introductions were conducted. Mr. Grant DiCianni, Nez Perce County Emergency Management, welcomed the attendees and gave a safety briefing.
NW Area Contingency Plan Overview and Task Force Update
Ms. Petras gave a presentation on the Northwest Area Committee (NWAC) and Regional Response Team (RRT) 10 including National Contingency Plan (NCP) basics, the makeup of the NWAC and RRT, the Northwest Area Contingency Plan (NWACP), interagency spill coordination, how an On-Scene Coordinator (OSC) can use the NWACP in a response, Geographic Response Plans (GRPs), and the 2018 selected task forces. The presentation can be viewed here.
96-Hour Plan Toolbox
CWO Shannon McGregor, USCG SCR gave a presentation on identified objectives, meetings conducted to date, a review of the three identified objectives, and expected outcomes for the 96-Hour Plan Toolbox Task Force. He also noted the next Task Force meeting is scheduled for June 11. The presentation can be viewed here.
Dispersants Review
Mr. Gary Shigenaka, National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) gave a presentation on the identified objectives for the use of dispersants, meetings conducted, activities conducted to date, and anticipated outcomes. The presentation can be viewed here.
Surface Washing Agents
Ms. Muller gave a presentation on the status of the identified objectives, meetings conducted, and anticipated outcomes for the Surface Washing Agents Task Force. The presentation can be viewed here.
Geographic Response Plans Review
Ms. Nhi Irwin, Washington State Department of Ecology (Ecology) gave a presentation on identified objectives for the GRP survey, timeline of events, a review of the two identified objectives, and anticipated outcomes. The presentation can be viewed here.
Tribal Engagement
MST1 Chrystin McLelland, USCG SPS, gave a presentation on the identified objectives for continued tribal engagement, meetings conducted, a review of the four identified objectives, and anticipated outcomes for the Tribal Engagement Task Force. The presentation can be viewed here.
Steering Committee
Ms. Petras gave an update on the work being conducted by the Steering Committee including how the Tribal Task Force could become a Standing Work Group. She also gave an update on the Endangered Species Act (ESA) Section 7 consultation.
Overview of National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration Scientific Support Coordinator Position
LCDR. Jim Rosenberg, NOAA, gave a presentation on the role of the Scientific Support Coordinator (SSC), the questions that guide oil spill response recommendations from an SSC, the history on how the SSC process was established, what services NOAA can provide during an oil spill or chemical release, and available training supplied by NOAA. The presentation can be viewed here.
Overview of Idaho Geographic Response Plans
Mr. Mark Dietrich, Idaho Department of Environmental Quality (IDEQ) discussed the status of GRPs in Idaho, including the Lake Pend Oreille and the newly updated Clearwater-Lochsa River GRP and plans to update plans on the Snake River as well as Boise and Pocatello corridors. Mr. Nic Winslow, Burlington Northern Santa Fe (BNSF) Railroad, gave a presentation on updating the Lake Pend Oreille GRP including the Clark Fork River Delta and the exercises that have been conducted to test the updates to the GRP. The presentation can be viewed here.
Waters of the United States Update
Mr. Richard Franklin, EPA, gave a presentation on Waters of the United States (WOTUS) including the definition of WOTUS, a history of WOTUS, changes and current implementation, Rapanos Guidance, and applicability of its implementation at a response in Idaho. The presentation can be viewed here.
Port of Lewiston
Ms. Jaynie Bentz, Port of Lewiston, gave a presentation on the Port of Lewiston economic activities for the development of industrial and business parks, installing infrastructure, operating a business incubator program, providing community grants, facilitating intermodal transportation and international trade, and the Columbia-Snake River system. The presentation can be viewed here.
Clearwater Paper Mill
Mr. Dave Church, Clearwater Paper, gave a presentation on the Clearwater Paper site, the products produced at the mill, the on-site Fire Department, the training facility, and the environmental focus of operations at the mill. The presentation can be viewed here.
Role and Capability of the National Response Center
LT Trevor Siperek, National Response Center (NRC) gave a presentation on an overview of the NRC and reporting programs, notifications, international agreements with NRC, their organizational structure, the notification process, information requests and Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) inquiries, NRC services and resources, and statistical notification data for the nation and Region 10. The presentation can be viewed here. There was a review of the notification process for releases and for drills. The information required for reporting in various scenarios can be viewed in the 96-Hour Tool kit link on the website.
On-Scene Coordinator Reports
United States Environmental Protection Agency
Mr. Eric Vanderboom, Mr. Stephen Ball, and Mr. Franklin, EPA, gave a presentation on the responses that have occurred since the last meeting. These responses included The US Ecology subtitle C explosion in Grand View, ID, mercury responses in Troutdale, Boise, and Lacey, WA. Other responses discussed were superfund sites Bunker Hill and Formosa Mine, and the diesel spill site Space Age Trucking/Lindsay Lake. Also reported were Pollution Removal Funding Authorizations (PRFAs) issued, and a review of trainings, exercises/workshops, and federal, state, and local planning coordination efforts. The presentation can be viewed here.
Idaho Office of Emergency Management
Mr. Jeff Rylee, Idaho Office of Emergency Management (IOEM), discussed the BNSF table top exercise last year which was focused on command and control, a contract has been issued to update the Snake River GRP portion that was completed by Chevron Corporation that covers Pocatello to Boise, the fire of radioactive material that occurred at Idaho National Labs, a pesticide exposure that occurred recently that is still being worked, the spring floods and media messaging to control hazardous materials.  He also reported on drills that were conducted, and a terrorist threat of a sarin release to an apartment building and potential (but ultimately non-existent) devices to expose responders.
Oregon Department of Environmental Quality
Mr. Don Pettit, Oregon Department of Environmental Quality (ODEQ) gave a presentation on notifications received since the last meeting, a list of responses by material type, office locations, a review of exercises and federal/state partnerships, and responses that have occurred including Lindsay Lake and Fishing Vessel Ann Kathleen. The presentation can be viewed here.
Washington State Department of Ecology
Ms. Irwin gave a presentation including a review of trainings, exercises/workshops, and federal, state, and local planning coordination efforts, and responses that have occurred since the last meeting including the Great NW Railroad and Olympia Brewery Transformer sites. The presentation can be viewed here.
United States Coast Guard Sector Puget Sound
LT Josh McElhaney, USCG SPS, gave a presentation on the responses that have occurred since the last meeting including recreational vessel cases and commercial response, a review of trainings, exercises/workshops, and federal, state, and local planning coordination efforts, and a breakdown of materials reported by type and causes by type. The presentation can be viewed here.
United States Coast Guard Sector Columbia River
[bookmark: _GoBack]CWO McGregor and LT Chelsey Olson, USCG SCR, gave a presentation on the responses that have occurred since the last meeting including the fishing vessel Mary Ann L and Fishing Vessel Ann Kathleen and a review of trainings, exercises/workshops, and federal, state, and local planning coordination efforts. The presentation can be viewed here.
Closing Comments
Ms. Muller thanked everyone for coming to the meeting and thanked Nez Perce County EMD for hosting the meeting. Mr. DiCianni thanked everyone for attending the meeting. Ms. Petras also thanked the attendees.
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